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From March through May 1948, the Ecomomice institute of the Acacexy of
Sciencep USSR discussed the problem of agsuaptions and fundamentals in theo-
retical vork in UBSR statistics and analyzed methods for improving present
conditions in this field. At the well-attended conference » to vhich many
econcmiste and statisticians were invited, subjects prepared beforehand on
the bDasis of anewers to queastionnaires wero discnssed.

The digouseions constitute rich infoarmative material on mathodology
applied in USSR scientific research. Buggestions made at the mesting are of
particular significance in their application to statistical work in Pcland.

All pegative aspects of coutemporary statistical work in the USSR vere
subjected to ssvers eriticism in the search for fundsmentals of a socialist
theory of statistice which wounld bo most suitable and consistant with the
principles of Marxism-leninism. The practical application of statistical
methods to the cbjectives of planned econcmy deserves apecial attention in
Poligh statistical werk during the cmrent sccial and econcmic transforms-
tiom.

The fundamental error of thearetical work in Soviet statistics up to now
has been thut, in borrowing from capitalist nations, formal mathematicel methods
have besn overworked, and eccnomic applications of gtatistics neglected. Cor-
rection of this arror requires discussion not cnly of formmlas btut alsc of the
intellectusal dias resulting fram the separation of atati_Sical methods and for-
mulas frop physicsl and econcmic reslity, treuting matheatical foxrmmlas as an
end in themselves.

The diacueaiona brought out, chat, contrary to the principles of Marxisa-
leninimm, Soviet atatisticians have not aprreciated the improprioty of divore-
ing quantitative study of phenomane fyoa qualitative study. BSuch procedure is
a typically espitalist method Vased on farmal logic: .
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It wes further confirmed that etatistical theory cennot aggign veights
purely according to mathematical formules without herm to its practical ob-
Jectivea. Thle method rendors statlstical indexes and methods barren of ecc-
noric significance. ‘

All elements of general statlstical theory should be exploited, but
there should be uo place for methemstical formeligm. It 1s not poseible to
verify the congruence of econcmic hypotheses and statisticel results by mach~
ematicsl methods, ulthough it ie poeeible by these methods to procsss concrete
awwerical data and amalyze a varlety of relaticaships. Mathematice, then, 18
coly €n atd in obtaining dete needed for econumlc resesrch.

ns of the serious lacunae in theoretical work 1n statistics is the
abaence of « differentimted approach to the application of statigtics in men-
agement, Statistice, nevertheless, 1g a teol of planning, especially under
conditicng of mass production in egriculture and industry. Statistics ig of
peime importance to planned management, both in the preparation of matert~1
for setting up the plan and in the control of its exvcutica.

In accordsnce with practical sssumptions formulated by Lenin and Stelin,
who indicated the encrmous significance of statistics in the actual bullding
of goclalism, the backwardness of thetretical statisticlens in relaticn to
practical needs must be overcome, Statistical thecry and methods of research
must e improved. There must be Surther differsntiatios in statistical sci-
ence in such a way that general econamic statisticsl theary will be basud oa
political econamice and not cn mathematics, with the latter performing an
auriliary function in economic analyeis. Development of planned socialist
econanmy in the USSR presents new problems in theoretical and epplied statis-
tice requiring new methols of collecting, processing, and analyzing statis-
tical data. The essence of these new problems is defined by the character
of Soviet economy, which requires an organized method of statistical repart-
ing as cne of the most important instruments of planned management .

Also emphasired was the difference in thearetical aggumptions in Soviet
statistics as compared to statistics of capitalist countries. Capitaligt eco-
nomic statistice, like all brenches of capitalist political econory, is char-
acterized by farmal logic end the creation of an abstract m-thematicel struc-
ture vhich subsetitutes functional snalysis far causal ennlysis. It is prag-
matic and contradicte econamic theory. In capitalist statistice , mathematical
farmulas are given preponderant weight to conceel the true essence of capitaiist
oparetion and to create a false picture of canitalist economy. By arbitrary
application of complicated mathematicel vochniques to mrimary etatistical date,
capitaliste try to present the development of capitalism as a change in the
level of various iudex numbers and thus hide capitalist crises of overproduc-
tion. Capitalist distortion of gtatistics is particularly evident in the sta-
tietics on employment, unemployment, and wages. No less distorted are statis-
tice on national incame in capitalist countries. A subjective metkod of: cal-
culation is applied. The distributiocn of national inceme is camputed not,
according 10 ite derivation by classes, but, as a rule, by a faulty grouping
of incomes according to size. BSuch clageification hides the claes contradic-
tiong of capitelism, inaemuch as incomes of various social clasges fall in the

\ same group. Changea in national income, figured in terms of base year prices,
1s falgified by the application of various price indexes {wholeesle, retail)
end cost-of-living indexes, which campletely distort reality.

At prese.nt one of the most important tasks of Soviet st=tisticians is
to unmmsk the methode of capitalist ctatistice. However, along this line
acme 8oviet statisticane have gotten on the wromg track in vorking out a so-
celled gensral theory of statigtice, which is a conglomeration of branches of
mathemstical statistics, the theory of probatility, econemic etatisi.'ss, and
empirical methods of celculation. Disciples of this nen-Marxist movement in
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gtatinstica are studying the congruence of economic lawe by qua.ntitative mathody

oexclunively and are naglesting politlenl snd economic. gualltetive enslysis.

The shortcomings of certaln Soviet statistical theorigts are very evident
in the workiag out of methods for statistical reporting. In Soviet statietical
literature there is not cne monograph devoted to this problem. Nor is there a
nonogreyh on the general function of state benke in arganizing a method of con-
trol for appartioning produrtion and consumption in the socialist community.
There 1o no theoretical work on a system of accounting based on statistical or-
ganization.

Attention wes called to the practics of makmg collsctad statistical dats
unavaileble for further study. Encrmous practicel achievements in mational
statistics in many instancee are not available for thearatical a.nal,yuis Spe-
clal surrass of the QT "“‘ ide"“ificj_, madc at i u;aauuu inter va.a.u, lave
not received thearetical study for sn analysls of practical comclusions. The
Soviet atate and various agencles coliect a larze quantity of material reflsct-
ing the life of the nation. These statistical materlals contein much informs-
tion, but in practice barely a amall portion is exploited s’ace the problem of
intenaive research with selected data has not been solved, just ss sampling
theory has not been sufriclently developed in the fleld of economic etatistics,
egpecially in relation to the requirements of economic planning on & natianal
geale. A correct application of the above materinls would permit multiplying
the quantity of svalluble dpta and verifying the resulta obtained through normal
statistical channels.

A point which received much emphasls was that during the building of the
wocialist state statisticel theory muet find distinctive methods of Yesearch
in ecomomic activity for individual areas and eaterpriges. This problem is
relatsd to the problem of clessification end nomenclature. A method of clasei-
fiocation has not yet been worked out which would disclose the reserveas and
reosourcez of the soclalist economy.

In the immediate future, the following problems in Soviet statiatics axe
tc receive attention:

1. Collection and collation of etatisticel dete for sestimatea on eco-
nonic plans end for control of performsnce.

2. A otatistical method for verifying the execution of the plan and
for disclosing economic reserves.

3. Applieaticn of statie’.cel mothods to determine the reguiarity of
occurrence of phenamens, to establish relstionships in socialigt production,
and to equilidbrate camponentes of the national economy.

In comnection with the above problems, Soviet -tatistlclans must study
the following:

a. The entire process of soclalist production, with extended appli-
cation ¢f indexr numbers to planning and to dalancing the national economy,
both 1n the aggregate and according to area breakdowns,

b. Extended eapplication of mutually related indszes of production
and digtribution,

¢. Extendsd application of mutually related indexes for soclalized
enterprises and plaaning.

d. Methodology on indexes of population movements, use of available
manpower, and existence of manpower ressrves in the netionel econumy
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e. Technlcal and economic indexes.

f. Indexes of consﬁnption for the massem.

In eddition, there 1s need for criticel mlysia of capitalist statis-
tical mathods.

Statistical sbudy must be intensilfied in ell higher educatiunal insti-
tuticas in the fleld of economice. The curriculuwm must be revised to elimi-
nate formaliiem. The most immediate problem is %o work out general and special-~
ized handbooke on economic statistics on a high thecretical plamne.

All conclusions of this meeting should be cerefully analyzed by statis-
tieal ingtitutions and publﬁsh‘ing agencies in Poland. The primary purpose of

anch atudy 10 to datarmine to wuhat artant thege prinsizliss ars applisd in
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prmice. Accordingly, they must glve attention to tha following:

1. The intimate relation beiween statiptics end the economic iifs of
ths natien,

2. Subordination of methods based on mathematical formulag to xractioal

" considerations.

3. Arrengement of probleme in the ardsr of thelr importence.
A study of thie nature 1s now being conductsd at the Baltic Instituto.

-END -
N - l’ -
RESTRICTED
FIRTMNTEN
LIRS ICD

.

éénitizea_aopy Approved for Release 2011/09/19 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600270009-2 |

STAT




